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A Message from the Superintendent… 
... from Mr. Tim Murray, Superintendent 

 

Springtime is here, which means our Class of 2019 will be walking across the stage in the very near 
future.  Graduation is a special time for our students and their families.  13 years of education will 
conclude on June 2nd, 2019.  As an educator, this is the best event and the most difficult event.  I was 
blessed to be hired in 2014 by Gibsonburg Schools, as this year’s graduating class moved into their 
8th grade year.  I only had 1 year as their building principal, but I was impressed with all of them 5 
years ago and they have continued to impress during their high school careers.  The talents of this 
class are outstanding and I know each graduate will work hard to reach their goals in years to come.  It 
is always bittersweet to shake hands with graduates as they walk across the stage.  Inside you are 
excited that they reached all the requirements and are receiving their diploma, while it also hits you 
that they will not be walking the halls of our schools in the fall.  Education is such a rewarding 
profession, but it also is difficult in knowing that our students are moving into the world and we will 
not be able to watch over them the way we have for 13 years.  Relationships are formed during their 
educational career that will last a lifetime, but that relationship will change on June 2nd.  We hope that 
you will be able to attend the Class of 2019’s graduation ceremony.  It is a great event and our entire 
community should be proud of their accomplishments. 
 
We have received preliminary funding figures for the biennial budget proposed by our new Governor.  
Governor DeWine appears to be a supporter of public education and by the proposed budget; he does 
realize the importance of an equitable funding in public education.  The proposed numbers look 
promising, but these figures will undergo a tremendous amount of scrutiny over the next couple of 
months.  Usually the figures decrease, but we are anticipating a slight increase in funding over the 
next two years.  This increase is not a game changer, but it will be beneficial for our district.  If you 
have any questions on public education funding, please contact Central Office and we would be happy 
to meet with you to go over these projections. 
 
In closing, this time of year brings out all types of emotions.  I encourage all of you to celebrate the 
tremendous success of our students and school district.  We have an amazing school district and a 
wonderful community.  It is an honor to serve as your Superintendent and I appreciate all of the 
support during the school year.  We are looking forward to a great 2019-2020 school year!  Enjoy 
your summer, take time to relax and spend time with family and friends, it is important to re-charge 
during the summer months.  Go Bears! 
 

National Junior Honor Society  
...from Mrs. Erin Walleman, NJHS  Advisor 

 

The NJHS induction ceremony for the 2018-2019 school year was held April 16th, 2019 at the 
Gibsonburg High School Library.  There were 9 students that were inducted this year.  Those students 
were:  Drew Crispen, Abigail Montgomery, Sarah Alldredge, Olivia Freeborn, Olivia Rogers, Mary 
Ann Myerholtz, Elise Reed, Cora Egbert, and Alyssa Lopez.  Thank you to everyone who was able to 
attend to celebrate this outstanding achievement.  Also, thank you to the parents and NJHS members 
who helped set everything up for the event and those who stayed after to help put everything away.  
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Dollars and $ense 
...from Mr. John Kahmann, Treasurer 

 

 

School Funding in Ohio 
 

The way schools are funded in Ohio has been debat-
ed for a very long time.  The Ohio Constitution of 
1851 calls for the State to provide an “efficient: edu-
cational system which relies heavily on property tax-
es.  The most famous case against school funding 
came in the DeRolph v. State of Ohio case.  The 
Ohio Supreme Court ruled the way education is 
funded is unconstitutional and ordered the state gov-
ernment to enact a constitutional funding system.  
Funding for schools has never been fixed… 
 

There is a new effort let by two State Representa-
tives, Robert Cupp and John Patterson.  The base 
funding set by Governor Kasich is $6,000, but there 
is no backup for that amount.  The Cupp-Patterson 
movement dictates that base funding should be the 
amount it actually takes to educate a student.  Their 
research has determined how many teachers, counse-
lors, principals, and support staff are needed base on 
per student ratio.  For example, the base funding 
would supply 1 teacher per 23 students in Kindergar-
ten, 1 teacher per 25 students in grades 1 – 3 and 1 
teacher per 27 students in grades 4 – 12.  These rati-
os’ seem logical, however our current ratio’s at Gib-
sonburg are lower than the ratios laid out by Cupp-
Patterson.  Which means either the District would 
need to increase class sizes or the District would 
have to pay more with local taxes to pay for smaller 
classes. 
 

Certainly reform is needed to fund public schools in 
Ohio.  The Cupp-Patterson initiative is making head-
way and seems to be gaining momentum.  But re-
form means change and if the Cupp-Patterson legis-
lation passes; Gibsonburg will need to adapt to the 
change.   
 

 

Important Dates for the upcoming 
2019-2020 school year: 

 

High School Office Opens Every Day:  August 5 
Middle School and High School Open House/

Orientation: Week of Aug. 12, Dates & Times T.B.A. 
Kindergarten Orientation: Aug. 22, 23, 28, 29 & 30 

Hilfiker Elementary Open House: Aug. 27, 5-6:30 pm 
First Day of School: Aug. 28 

Kindergarten Staggered Start: Sep. 3, 4 & 5  
All Kindergarteners Start: Sep. 6 

Middle School & High School Picture Day: Sep. 23 
Hilfiker Elementary Picture Day: Sep. 24 

Kindergarten Screening: Mar. 18 & 19 
Spring Break:  Apr. 8-14 

Praises to: 
 

 The Bus Drivers for their safety and 
concerns while getting the children to  
and from the school.   

 All of those who donated backpacks for  
Malawi.  The Key Club collected almost 50 
backpacks that are packed and ready to when 
the volunteers from the University of Dayton 
go in May.   

 Amy Ackerman for her donation of books to 
the library. 

 Susie Wing for her book donation to the li-
brary. 

 Subway for the free cookie coupon for each 
student. 

 

Community Service 
...from Amy Tornow, Community Service Supervisor 

 

The Gibsonburg Middle School Students will be 
out performing their annual Community Service du-
ties.  The students will be available to rake leaves, 
pick up sticks, help with flower beds, wash first sto-
ry windows, etc.  The Community Service date is 
on Wednesday, May 1st, and will begin around 
11:30 a.m.  Please call the Gibsonburg Middle 
School office at 419-637-7954 and give your name 
and address, if you are interested in any service.   
 

Past Homecoming Queens 
...from Amy Tornow, Student Council Advisor 

 

Calling past homecoming queens from the 2018-
2019, 2014-2015, 2009-2010, 2004-2005, 1999-
2000, 1994-1995, 1989-1990, 1984-1985, 1979-
1980, 1974-1975, 1969-1970,1964-1965, 1959-
1960 school years and beyond. We are inviting you 
to participate in the Homecoming parade and cele-
bration to be held on Sep. 27, 2019. Please contact 
Amy Tornow at (419)637-2873 ext. 1120, if you 
are able to come back or if you have information on 
how to contact the past queens. You may also email 
Amy at: atornow@gibsonburgschools.org.  

Important Dates for the remainder  
of the 2018-2019 school year: 

 

Last day of school for Seniors:  May 17, 2019 
Last day of school for students:  May 30, 2019 

Graduation:  June 2, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. 

 

The Gibsonburg Exempted Village School District 
is looking for Substitute Custodians.  If interested, 
please contact Joe King at 419-637-2500 or 
jking@gibsonburgschools.org. 
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        Band-Aid Bulletin with  
   Nurse Sarah 

 

 
 

 
 

Get your child’s immunizations NOW! 
Now is a GREAT time to get your child’s immuniza-
tions to make sure they are up to date for next school 
year.  Health departments and immunization clinics 
book fast during the summer months so please get 
your child’s shots now. Immunization boosters are 
required for students entering Preschool, Kindergar-
ten, Seventh grade, and Twelve grade (Seniors) stu-
dents.  
 

The Ohio Department of Health requires that all stu-
dents are  up to date on their immunizations PRIOR 
TO the start of the school year or that student may be 
excluded.   

 Preschoolers must have the following up to date: 
DTP, Polio, MMR, Varicella, Hib, Hep B, Rota , 
Hep A, Flu, and Pneumococcal. 

 Kindergartener booster shots: DTaP, MMR, Var-
icella, Polio  

 7th graders need a Tdap (Tetanus, Diphtheria, 
Pertussis) and Meningococcal vaccine  

 12th graders are required to have two Meningo-
coccal vaccines prior to entry. If the first dose 
was administered on or after the 16th birthday 
then a second dose is not required.     

The Sandusky County Health Department comes to 
Gibsonburg for their immunization clinic at Saint 
Micheal’s Catholic Church on the second Wednes-
day of each month. Call for an appointment 419-334-
6367.    
 

Please give documentation of immunizations to the 
school office before the first day of school to avoid 
any exclusions. Parents are encouraged to make the 
appointment now. If you have any questions re-
garding immunization requirements, please do not 
hesitate to contact Nurse Sarah at your child’s school 
or by email shalbeisen@gibsonburgschools.org. 
 

Science Club 
...from Ashley Woodruff, Science Club Advisor 

 

Twenty-six high school Science Club members have 
completed lessons for 20 elementary classes.  Stu-
dents taught lessons on plants, density, and the hu-
man body.  Great job Jasmine M, Sam S, Brad M, 
Sidnee H, Jessica D, Evan M, Megan H, Olivia P, 
Addison W, Emily M, Zach H, Emily A, Brendon F, 
Ryan N, Collin K, Darren W, Jarett S, Peyton B, 
Zach H, Mersades C, Amanda R, Jenna V, Grace G, 
Becca M, Nicole S, and Jake F. 

Gibsonburg Teachers’ Association 
...from Mrs. Kim Nye, G.T.A. President 

 

On Friday, March 22, members of the Gibsonburg 

Teachers’ Association headed out into the communi-

ty to make some special deliveries. Made possible 

with help from a grant provided by the Northwest 

Ohio Education Association, the GTA presented 

each graduating senior with a yard sign announcing 

that “A GHS Senior Lives Here!”  It was an exciting 

day for teachers to meet with students outside of the 

classroom to offer our congratulations in person on 

this huge accomplishment. We are extremely proud 

of each and every one of these individuals, and are 

glad to have played a part in helping them reach this 

important milestone. Congratulations to all of you! 

We know that you have a bright future ahead of you!  

Kindergarten Information 
 

Kindergarten Registration and Screening for 2019-
2020 took place in April.  If you missed this event, 
please contact the elementary office at 419-637-
7249, as soon as possible, to get the registration pro-
cess completed.  Your child must be 5 years old by 
August 1st, to attend Kindergarten next year.   
 
If you have any questions regarding Kindergarten, 
please contact the Elementary Office, at 419-637-
7249. 

mailto:shalbeisen@gibsonburgschools.org
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The Union Bank Co. Students of the Month 

March - Emily Mazurek 

April - Grace Groweg 

5th Grade Move-up Day 
 

Move up Day for the current 5th graders will take place on 
Friday, May 10th.  This will be a fun day for the students as 
they experience what it’s like to be a Middle School student.  
Students will meet their future teachers, eat Middle School 
lunch, meet the Administration, experience Band and Choir, try 
to figure out how to open lockers, view a presentation about 
Internet Safety and will receive their schedules for next year.  
The Middle School Asset Team is looking forward to planning 
this day and will take the students on a tour and get them to 
their appropriate locations.  It’s going to be a fun and exciting 
day for these future Middle Schoolers. 

 

Youth Leadership Sandusky County 
...from Mr. Brian Jackson, Middle School Counselor 

 

Two 8th grade students have been involved in the Sandusky 
County Youth Leadership activities for the 2018-2019 
school year.  McKenna Freeborn and Aaron Novotny have 
been going on monthly field trips to develop leadership 
skills, to understand diversity of schools, to build self-
confidence, to understand the concept of teamwork and to 
understand the importance of volunteerism.  These 2 will 
wrap up their leadership experience on May 7th by present-
ing at their YLSC graduation.  GMS is very proud of these 2 
individuals.  

Middle School Asset Team  
...from Mr. Brian Jackson, Middle School Counselor 

 

The Asset Team has had a fun and exciting year in the Middle 
School.  The students have participated in Team Building Day 
for the Elementary, Mix-it-up Lunch at the Middle School 
and Smile Grams.  In May they will do a Team Building Day 
for the Middle School as well as be in charge of Move Up 
Day for the current 5th graders.  The students will then final-
ize their school year by attending the Asset Team Luncheon 
in May to present their project in front of a large audience.  
The Team Members are a great bunch and have displayed 
great leadership qualities and have made the Middle School 
Environment a better place.  The Asset Team is advised by 
Mr. Brian Jackson and consists of 6th, 7th and 8th grade stu-
dents who are picked by current and past teachers and admin-
istration.  The Team members are:  (front row L-R) Olivia 
Freeborn, Grant Dawson, Abigail Montgomery, Mary My-
erholtz, Alexa Holcomb, Jessika Foster, Jordan Norwalk and 
Natalie Brasic.  (back row L-R) Corey McKnight, Britney 
Trautsch, Camden Mooney, Brianna Montgomery, Bree Mo-
relock, Jenna Spanfellner, Aaron Novotny and Ethan 
Druckenmiller. 

Emily has a GPA of 3.957 and is 
ranked 4th in her class.  She is a 
member of the National Honor Socie-
ty, International Thespian Society, 
Science Club, and has participated in 
Musicals, Track & Field, Spanish 
Club, Show Choir, Tri-M Society and 
College Credit Plus.  Emily also 
serves as Vice President of the Senior 
Class.  
 

Emily is the daughter of Tony and 
Pam Mazurek.  She plans to attend 
Miami University and major in envi-
ronmental science  with a minor in 
business. 

 

Grace has a GPA of 3.856 and is 
ranked 8th in her class.  She is a 
member of the Spanish Club, Sci-
ence Club, BEARS Club, FFA and 
the National Honor Society.  Grace 
is also a member of the Spotlight 
Singers, Tri-M Honor Society and 
the International Thespian Society.  
She performs in school musicals, 
plays varsity volleyball and serves 
as an Elementary Mentor.   
 

Grace is the daughter of Robert and 
Melissa Groweg.  She plans to at-
tend Xavier University and major in 
business.   

Middle School March Students of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6th– Olivia Freeborn - 7th– Alice Hineline - 8th– Ellie Stout  
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Music Notes 
                   ...from Mr. Dan Corfman, Band Director 
 

The music department sent many students to solo & 

ensemble competition for high school and middle 

school. The list of names would be very long but suf-

fice it to say, the vast majority of ratings earned by 

the students was a Superior Rating. Congratulations 

to all those students who went the extra mile. Several 

students participated in the High School District mu-

sic festival in January and many GMS students were 

in the District Jr. High Music Festival which was 

snowed out for the second year in a row. Several 

band students were in the Heidelberg University 

Honors Band in March. 
 

The Drama Department put on a terrific production 

of "Annie "which involved approximately 60 stu-

dents from the high school and middle school on 

stage, stage crew and pit orchestra. Congratulations 

to Mrs. Kohman and all the assistants and students. 
 

If you played an instrument in high school, get ready 

for Alumni Band at Homecoming this coming foot-

ball season! Watch the Gibsonburg Band Facebook 

page for more information next fall.  
 

The Band Department will present their Red, White 

and Blue Patriotic Concert on Monday, May 6th at 

7:30 and the choir Department will present their 

Spring concert on Monday, May 13th at 7:00 pm. 

We hope to see you there! 
 

First Grade Program 

...from Mr. Joe Kaiser, Music Teacher 
 

The First Grade program will be held on May 14, 
2019 at 7:00 p.m. They will be performing Kitty Cat 
Capers by Jill and Michael Gallina in the Multipur-
pose Room at the elementary building. 
 
  
Kitty Cat Capers is a fun mini-musical that show-
cases the mischievous, zany, and loveable behaviors 
associated with our endearing feline friends. The 
pick of the litter casts feeds us a treat of mewsical 
talent through their wild and wacky kitty capers. 
Miss Tabitha, a teacher at the “Purrrfect Paws and 
Claws Finishing School,” sets out to encourage audi-
ence members to adopt her playful and scampering 
students that wiggle their whiskers and shake their 
tails.  

Mentoring 
...from Mrs. Bethany Widmer, Mentoring Coordinator 

 

A huge thank you to all our of volunteers who help in 
the mentoring room.  You all play a significant role in 
making our program so successful, whether you are a 
regular mentor, a substitute mentor, a driver, make 
copies, or anything else, we could not serve the stu-
dents to the level we do with you! We have come to 
realize this program is not just about reading, but is 
more of a mentoring program.  The students look for-
ward to this special one-on-one time with their men-
tors, they have real life conversations, they know their 
mentors come just for them and it demonstrates to the 
students that they are special!  All of this builds their 
self-esteem and in turn impacts their education and 
personal lives.  We cannot say thank you enough for 
helping us to support and encourage our youth... the 
future of our community!  We are blessed to have each 
and every one of you! 
 

A big shout out to all of our mentoring volunteers for 
2018-2019:  Adult mentors:  Diane Borys, Jill Bowe, 
Rachel Brink, Connie Carnicom,  Fran Castillo, Bren-
da Damschroder, Susan Damschroder, Linda Davis, 
Deb Fahle, Judy Fisher, Tom Fisher,  Erin Fleming, 
Brenda Fork, Amy Fruth, Heather Hall, Karen Helle, 
Maria Hernandez, LuAnn Hiser, Kim Hockenberry, 
Dave Johnson, Traci Jones, Joe Kaiser, Laura Keller, 
Kathy Kirsch, Rose McKnight, Melanie Miller, Wendy 
Muntz, Mindy Neeb, Judy Nehls, Victoria Noble, 
Cheryl Paeth, Roy Rogers, Casey Rubel, Diane Ruggi-
ero, Carrie Sidell, Merry Sisco, Peg Steffanni, Justin 
Sutter, Lindsay Sutter, Pam Taulker, Corine Wight-
man, Marcella Widmer 
Middle and high school mentors: 
Austin Biddle, Isabel Brink, Kami Brown, Sydney 
Busdeker, Jessica Davies, Philip Davies, Jessika Fos-
ter, Grace Groweg, Malani Halbeisen, Theo Hernan-
dez, Alice Hineline, Sidnee Hornyak, Katelyn Kolke-
meyer, Sophie McEwen, Mariah McNett, Khartir Mil-
ler, Jake Montgomery, Becca Morelock, Bree More-
lock, Katelyn Ortiz, Emily Roberts, Amanda Rupke, 
Karina Seem,  Ciara Simmons, Nathan Tornow, Emma 
Widmer, Megan Widmer, Sophia Widmer 
 

Mentoring Volunteer Breakfast 
...from Mrs. Bethany Widmer, Mentoring Coordinator 

 

We will be hosting our annual volunteer recognition 
breakfast on Wednesday, May 22nd, at 9am in 
Hilfker's multipurpose room.  We are so grateful for all 
our volunteers who share their time and talents with 
our school in order to make it an amazing place for 
students and staff.  We are so grateful and we look for-
ward to pampering you for the morning in order to ex-
press our sincere appreciation for all you do for Hil-
fiker Elementary!  



The Bear Facts Page 6 

Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Gibsonburg, OH 43431 
Permit No. 4 

The Bear Facts 
Gibsonburg Exempted Village School District 
301 South Sunset Avenue 
Gibsonburg, OH   43431 

Postal Customer 

“The Bear Facts” 
 

The Bear Facts is a newsletter published  
by the Gibsonburg Exempted Village  

School District.  The primary purpose of  
The Bear Facts is to enhance school and 

community communication.  If you have any 
comments or suggestions, please call the 
Superintendent’s office at 419-637-2479. 

 

Tim Murray 
Superintendent 

 

Heather Hall 
Editor 

 

Did you know…… Facts about the senior class! 
 

 Sixty-six seniors are scheduled to graduate on Sunday, June 2nd. 
 Eighteen of our seniors attended Vanguard Tech Center either full or half day. 
 Twenty-nine seniors participated in the College Credit Plus program:  23 attended Terra  

Community College, 3 attended Owens Community College, 1 attended the University of  
Toledo and 2 attended Bowling Green State University and 2 took classes through Urbana 
University.  

 One senior earned a perfect cumulative GPA of 4.0 based on a 4.0 scale:   
Katelyn Kolkemeyer.   

 Forty-one seniors earned a cumulative GPA of 3.0 to 3.99 based on a 4.0 scale. 
 Twenty-one seniors had a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher based on a 4.0 scale:  Bradley 

Mendoza, Nathan Tornow, Emily Mazurek, Addison Weaver, Nicole Schlea, Logan John-
son, Grace Groweg, Cory LaPlant, Carter Ash, Xander Druckenmiller, Alyssa Brown, Jen-
na Vann, Austin Jors, Fredrick Sisco, Karina Seem, Kaylynne Markel, Evan Meyer, Em-
ma Stout, Brooke Albanese, Cassandra Smith and Jessica Davies.   

  

  
 

Senior Athletic Recognition:   
 
 

Volleyball - Emily Roberts– Honorable Mention Hitter All-SBC River.  Cross Country Boys 

- Austin Jors– 2nd Team All-SBC River.  Cross Country Girls– Emma Stout– 1st Team All-
SBC River.  Golf - Nathan Tornow– 2nd Team All-SBC River.  Football - Brad Mendoza– 
1st Team All-SBC River RB & LB, Honorable Mention All-District RB, Addison Weaver– 
1st Team All-SBC River DB, Honorable Mention All-SBC River QB, 1st Team All-District 
DB, Second Team All-State Defense, Andrew Milton– 2nd Team All-SBC River TE, Nick 
Hade– Honorable Mention All-SBC River Guard.  Girls Basketball - Jasmine McNett– 2nd 
Team All-SBC River, Honorable Mention All-District 7, Emily Roberts– Honorable Mention 
All-District 7, Karina Seem– District 7 All-Academic Achievement.  Boys Basketball - Addi-
son Weaver– 1st Team All-SBC River, Honorable Mention All-District 7, District 7 Academ-
ic Achievement, Nathan Tornow– District 7 All-Academic Achievement.  Wrestling - Brad 
Mendoza– 1st Place SBC River, 1st Place Sectional, 1st Place District, 3rd Place in the State, 
Brady Jaso– 3rd Place SBC River, 2nd Place Sectional.   


