
The weather postponed but could not slow down Gibsonburg's rushing attack.  The Golden Bears 

racked up 457 yards on 58 carries Sunday and topped Sandusky St. Mary Central Catholic 28-7 in 

the Sandusky Bay Conference River Division at Huron High School. 

The game had been stopped due to lightning less than five minutes into the first quarter Saturday at 

Sandusky's Strobel Field just after Gibsonburg's Brad Mendoza scored from three yards out. 

"For the kids to overcome all the adversity the last couple of weeks, I am very proud," Gibsonburg 

coach Mike Lee said. "We knew we would come out flat (Sunday). The kids came out real flat. 

(Saturday) night was a roller coaster. We were going to play then we were not going to play. I am real 

proud with how they handled that." 

SMCC (2-5, 1-3) advanced to the Golden Bears' 7 with its first possession Sunday but didn't score. 

"That really takes the wind out of the sails," SMCC coach Toby Notestine said. "Anytime you are in 

the red zone and you don't score, it hurts." 

"We knew St. Mary was going to be physical," Lee said. "When we walked down the field in (five) 

plays (Saturday), it is tough to tell the kids that St. Mary was for real. All of sudden, we had to turn it 

back on." 

The Golden Bears (6-1, 4-0) went to work, using their triple-headed rushing machine to attack 

SMCC's defense from all angles. Mendoza got the load of the work, carrying 10 times on a 17-play, 

93-yard drive that didn't include a pass or negative play. 

The drive took nearly nine minutes off the clock before Addison Weaver scored from one yard out for 

a 14-0 advantage at the half.  

Mendoza, who had 215 yards on 28 carries, scored from two yards out early in the third quarter. The 

Golden Bears moved 60 yards on eight carries. 

"We had to take care of ourselves," Lee said. "If we worry about our opponents — records and all that 

stuff — you are not going to be successful. That was the message all week long and they learned it 

today." 

SMCC again failed to generate points in the red zone after a turnover. 

"St. Mary is very to-the-point," Lee said. "Every play looks the same. Our kids had to be very 

disciplined to read their keys. There were times we did it and times we didn't do it." 

Mendoza added a one-yard touchdown run in the fourth quarter. SMCC got on the scoreboard when 

J'Marshion Owens caught a 54-yard touchdown pass from Vincenzo Will. 

"Gibsonburg is a real nice football team," Notestine said. "I was happy with how we kept fighting. We 

forced some turnovers, but didn't take advantage. We wanted to get off the field on third down and 

had a lot of trouble doing that." 

Gibsonburg's Brady Jaso had 11 carries for 129 yards and Theo Hernandez added 75 yards on 10 

runs. 

"There are certain things we needed to do and some guys took care of it," Lee said. "We had to do 

what we had to do. That is what we are trying to teach these guys. We do not care who gets it as long 

as we win the game." 

 


