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A Message from the Superintendent… 

... from Mr. Tim Murray, Superintendent 
 

Hello Golden Bear Nation!  It has been quite the journey the past two months.  
Every day we seem to get new information and changes in the previous day’s 
information.  It can be frustrating, but our focus continues to be, and always will 
be, what is best for our students, staff, families and our community.  
 

These extremely difficult times have made all of us stop and reflect on what is 
most important in our lives.  As I type this update, my daughter is giving birth to 
her second child.  As a family, we are extremely excited about our addition, but we 
also realize that we are not going to be able to do our normal traditions, such as, 
visiting the hospital, visiting the house, and not being able to see our new 
granddaughter up close.  It is difficult, but we have to do everything we can to 
make sure our new granddaughter is healthy.   
 

I bring this up, as we are all dealing with issues we never have had to deal with 
before.  We are putting a plan together for graduation, that is not traditional, but we 
are trying our best to make the most of the situation we have.   
 

My point is we have to make the best of what we have.  I would love to hand each 
and every one of our seniors a diploma on June 7th, everybody knows I am a 
hugger.  It will be very difficult to not give a big bear hug to our seniors, but that 
can’t be done at this time.   
 

We are all battling these issues and I encourage all of you to not battle them alone.  
All of us need to rely on our family and friends right now, more than ever.  We 
have to stay together Gibsonburg and keep up the great things we are already 
doing.   
 

When I sent the first video update on March 15th, I said this is a marathon, not a 
sprint.  We have made it through the first 13 miles, we have another 13 to go and 
we must stay strong until we have finished the race.  Although these are very 
difficult times, this entire community has stepped up and taken care of each other.  
Keep this up and may God Bless the Gibsonburg Community. 
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Dollars and $ense 

...from Mr. John Kahmann, Treasurer 
 

 

School Funding in Ohio 
 
 

The way schools are funded in Ohio has been 
debated for a very long time.  The Ohio Con-
stitution of 1851 calls for the State to provide 
an “efficient: educational system which relies 
heavily on property taxes.  The most famous 
case against school funding came in the 
DeRolph v. State of Ohio case.  The Ohio Su-
preme Court ruled the way education is fund-
ed is unconstitutional and ordered the state 
government to enact a constitutional funding 
system.  Funding for schools has never been 
fixed… 

 

There is a new effort led by two State Repre-
sentatives, Robert Cupp and John Patterson.  
The base funding set by Governor Kasich is 
$6,000, but there is no backup for that 
amount.  The Cupp-Patterson movement dic-
tates that base funding should be the amount 
it actually takes to educate a student.  Their 
research has determined how many teachers, 
counselors, principals, and support staff are 
needed base on per student ratio.  For exam-
ple, the base funding would supply 1 teacher 
per 23 students in Kindergarten, 1 teacher per 
25 students in grades 1 – 3 and 1 teacher per 
27 students in grades 4 – 12.  These ratios’ 

seem logical, however our current ratio’s at 
Gibsonburg are lower than the ratios laid out 
by Cupp-Patterson.  Which means either the 
District would need to increase class sizes or 
the District would have to pay more with lo-
cal taxes to pay for smaller classes. 
 

Certainly reform is needed to fund public 
schools in Ohio.  The Cupp-Patterson initia-
tive is making headway and seems to be 
gaining momentum.  But reform means 
change and if the Cupp-Patterson legislation 
passes; Gibsonburg will need to adapt to the 
change.   
 

 

Praises to: 
 
 

Þ Jim and Becky Sworden for their 
donation of snacks to help fill Back 
Packs during pandemic lunch distribution.   

Þ Hanthorn family for their donation of mon-
ies to the cafeteria. 

Þ Chafin family for their donation of supplies 
to the cafeteria. 

Þ Oogies for their donation of meat, cheeses, 
buns and bags to the cafeteria. 

Þ Girl Scout Troop #11262 for their donation 
of 39 boxes of girl scout cookies.  

 

Cafeteria News 

            ...from Missy Bauer, Food Service Supervisor 

 

The cafeteria here at the Gibsonburg high 
school has been providing breakfast and lunch 
for students since the school has been closed. 
Our numbers have been great every week! We 
do well over 1400 meals for the week. Our 
school is an open site, so we can provide 
breakfast and lunch for children 1-18 years old 
for free. If you would like to reserve breakfast/
lunch for the week, please call 419-637-2500. 
Lunch pickup is on Mondays and Thursdays 
from 11a.m.-12p.m. behind the high school. 
We love that we can help families out and put 
a smile on the children's faces at this difficult 
time.  
 

Past Homecoming Queens 

...from Amy Tornow, Student Council Advisor 

 

Calling past homecoming queens from the 
2019-2020, 2015-2016, 2010-2011, 2005-

2006, 2000-2001, 1995-1999, 1990-1991, 1985
-1986, 1980-1981, 1975-1976, 1970-

1971,1965-1966, 1960-1961 school years and 
beyond. We are inviting you to participate in 
the Homecoming parade and celebration in the 
fall, the date is T.B.A. Please contact Amy 
Tornow at (419)637-2873 ext. 1120, if you are 
able to come back or if you have information 
on how to contact the past queens. You may al-
so email Amy at:  
atornow@gibsonburgschools.org.  
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        Band-Aid Bulletin with  

   Nurse Sarah 

 

 

 

 
 

Since our buildings have been closed, we have been 
working tirelessly on plans to keep staff and stu-
dents safe for next year once we re-open. A lot has 
been taken into consideration and plans are being 
adjusted as information changes. Nothing is set in 
stone at this time. Please know that we are doing 
whatever we can to ensure the safety of our students 
and staff once we return to our buildings.  
 

If you are a parent and you have not joined 
ClassDojo, please do so. ClassDojo has become a 
vital tool on communication with parents during the 
building shutdown.  
 

Parents, if you have not picked up your child’s med-
ication, please contact me via email 
(shalbeisen@gibsonburgschools.org) or ClassDojo 
so we can make pick-up arrangements.  
 

At the present time, the deadline for student immun-
izations to be completed prior to the start of the 
school year has not been extended. Students going 
into kindergarten, seventh grade, and seniors are 
required to have additional vaccinations. Please call 
the health department or your child’s health care 
provider about scheduling their immunizations.  
 

And finally, I want to give a shout out to all our 
staff that have been aiding our community during 
this time. We have many heroes in our buildings. 
Thank you to Christy Gooslin for making ear-
guards on the 3D printer for hospital staff and do-
nated them to Memorial Hospital! That is huge and 
newsworthy in itself. Masks were donated to Gib-
sonburg Police, Kirwens, and Memorial Hospital. 
Deb Dean has made and donated masks to Sandusky 
County EMA. Our school district also donated sani-
cloth disinfectant wipes and hand sanitizer to 
Sandusky County first responders. Mr. Murray has 
been collecting food donations to get bags out every 
Friday. Missy Bauer has been working very hard on 
getting meals out daily to any child, no questions 
asked. Hilfiker Elementary donated sanitizing wipes 
to the Ronald McDonald House of Northwest Ohio!  
We are all in this together and I hope our communi-
ty knows how much we care. Please do not hesitate 
to reach out to the school if your family needs help. 
We are here and will do what we can.  

Gibsonburg Teachers’ Association 

...from Mrs. Kim Nye, G.T.A. President 
 

On Tuesday, March 17, members of the Gibsonburg 

Teachers’ Association headed out into the community 

to make some special deliveries. Made possible with 

help from a grant provided by the Northwest Ohio Edu-

cation Association, the GTA presented each graduating 

senior with a yard sign announcing that “A GHS Senior 

Lives Here!”  Sign delivery day is a day that many 

teachers look forward to so that we can offer our con-

gratulations to students in person on their huge accom-

plishment. We definitely missed being able to do this 

face to face this year. However, we hope that each sen-

ior knows that your teachers are all extremely proud of 

you. Your high school graduation looks different this 

year, but no matter what, it is a huge accomplishment. 

Remember that NOTHING can take that away from 

you. Congratulations to all of you! We know you have 

a bright future ahead!  
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Mentoring 

...from Mrs. Michelle DeVore, Mentoring Coordinator 

 

Thank you so much to all those who participate 
and volunteer in the Hilfiker Reading Mentoring 
Program.  Whether you are a reading mentor, 
providing transportation for our student men-
tors, or assist and support the program in other 
ways, your time and commitment is what makes 
this program so successful.  Your unselfish ded-
ication and positive support encourages our stu-
dents way beyond reading achievement.  The 
personal interaction and invaluable support and 
guidance that you provide impacts the develop-
ment of skills and abilities that will last a life-
time.  Thank you, for wanting to make a differ-
ence in a students life and your community.  We 
are blessed to have each and every one of you! 
 

A big Golden Bear shout out to all of our men-
toring volunteers for 2019-2020.  Adult men-
tors: Fran Castillo, Misty Chafin, Cindy Crispin, 
Linda Davis, Brooke DeVore, Morgan Donnell, 
Shane Dyer, Judy Fisher, Tom Fisher, Amy 
Fruth, Karen Helle, Luann Hiser, Kim Hocken-
berry, Dave Johnson, Traci Jones, Joe Kaiser, 
Laura Keller, Kathy Kirsch, Casey McGouch, 
Rose McKnight, Melanie Miller, Stacy Miller, 
Cheryl Paeth, Terry Parks, Karen Peck, Darcy 
Quinlan, Roy Rogers, Diane Rugierio, Carrie 
Sidell, Merry Sisco, Soren Sondergeld, Pam 
Taulker, Marcella Widmer, Kathy Worley, Nao-
mi Zapata. 
 

Middle and High School Mentors: 
 

Sarah Aldredge, Stephanie Aldredge, Jessie Ar-
riaga, Emmerson Coe, Jessika Foster, Olivia 
Freeborn, Ally Greider, Gabrielle Grove, Shelby 
Hanthorne, Emma Hill, Haily Hill, Alysha Jah-
na, Trey Kaseman, Madison Kimmett, Mariah 
McNett, Abby Montgomery, Jake Montgomery, 
Rebecca Morelock, Madison Mull, Emily My-
ers, Jordan Norwalk, Katelyn Ortiz, Amanda 
Rupke, Katiana Saucedo, Paige Saxer, Mitchell 
Tille, Marisa Urbanowski, Myla Villarreal, Tay-
lor Wiseman, Cole Witte.  

The Union Bank Co. Students of the Month 

March - Jarett Spoores 

Middle School February Students of the Month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th– Sophia Garnica  
7th– Jordan Norwalk  

8th– Elise Reed  

“The Bear Facts” 
 

The Bear Facts is a newsletter published by the Gibsonburg 
Exempted Village School District.  The primary purpose of  

The Bear Facts is to enhance school and community 
communication.  If you have any comments or suggestions, 

please call the Superintendent’s office at 419-637-2479. 
 

 Tim Murray  Heather Hall 
           Superintendent       Editor 

 

Jarett has a GPA of 
3.682 and is ranked 23rd 
in his class.  He is on the 
Wrestling team and is 
also a member of skills 
USA, Drug Free Clubs of 
America and the Nation-
al Honor Society.  Jarett 
is the son of Greg and 
Jennifer Spoores.  He 
plans to attend the Power 
Systems Instititute Pro-
gram at Owens Commu-
nity College.   

Middle School January Students of the Month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th Grade– Antonia Ibrarra   
7th Grade– Hayden Williams  

8th Grade– Sam McEwan  
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Did you know…… Facts about the senior class! 
 

· Seventy-three seniors are scheduled to graduate!  

· Twenty-six of our seniors attended Vanguard Tech Center either full or half day. 

· Twenty-five seniors participated in the College Credit Plus program:  19 took 
classes through Terra Community College, 3 took classes through Owens Com-
munity College, 1 took classes through Tiffin University, 2 took classes through 
Urbana University and 1 took classes through Bowling Green State University.  

· Forty-two seniors earned a cumulative GPA of 3.0 to 3.99 based on a 4.0 scale. 

· Twenty-six seniors had a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher based on a 4.0 scale:  
Bethany Roberts, Amber Willey, Caleb Holcomb, Ryan Novotny, Brittany Mil-
ler, Coral Kocsis, Nathaniel Damschroder, Amanda Rupke, Zachary Hoodle-
brink, Madison Brauer, Theodore Hernandez, Austin Biddle, Rebecca Morelock, 
Olivia Paul, Brendon Kolkemeyer, Hunter Smith, Mersades Carr, Jake Mont-
gomery, Jarett Spoores, Megan Helle, Payton Balsizer, Lily Gerwin, Haily Hill, 
Paige Saxer, Darren Widmer & Emily Ackerman. 

· Four seniors earned a perfect cumulative GPA of 4.0 based on a 4.0 scale:   

    Brendan Frey             Andrew Holcomb           Hannah Sworden               Emma Widmer 
 

Senior Athletic Recognition:   
 
 

Football- Honorable Mention SBC- Jesse Arriaga, 2nd Team SBC- Hunter Smith -
RB, Theo Hernandez-RB, 1st Team SBC - Jake Montgomery-OL/DL, Jon Auld-

RB/DB, Trey Kaseman-DL, Hunter Smith-LB, Theo Hernandez-DB, All-State - 
Trey Kaseman, Jon Auld, Jake Montgomery 

 

Golf- 2nd Team SBC - Olivia Paul, Honorable Mention - Mitchel Delventhal 
 

Basketball- Becca Morelock - Honorable Mention ALL-SBC & ALL-DISTRICT, 
Theo Hernandez - 1st Team ALL-SBC & 2nd Team ALL-DISTRICT, Austin Bid-
dle - Honorable Mention ALL-DISTRICT 

 

Wrestling- 2nd Place SBC, 2nd Place Sectionals, 6th Place Districts - Jon Auld, 3rd 
Place SBC, 1st Place Sectionals, 5th Place Districts - Hunter Smith, 6th Place SBC, 
2nd Place Sectionals - Jarett Spoores 


