
FALL UPDATE FOR PARENTS AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
July 13, 2020 

 

We hope you are well and enjoying your summer. Before you know it, the leaves will begin to 
change color, and it will be time to return for the 2020-2021 school year. What that year will 
look like for our school district is coming into clearer focus as district leaders and staff have 
crafted two options for returning to school. Our Orange option is a 5 day per week, face-to-face 
option for PK-12 students. Our Black option is a 100% online learning option for families who do 
not feel comfortable sending their children back to school in person. Daily support will be 
offered from a Gibsonburg teacher.  
 

Later this week our “Fall 2020 Reopening Plan” will be on our website for your review. We want 
you to review the entire document as it contains specific information regarding both the 
Orange and Black options. Here are a few highlights from each option. 
 

Orange Option – Face-to-Face instruction 
 Five day face-to-face instruction with normal school hours and enhanced safety 

protocols 

 May include some closures due to a Covid-19 outbreak at the county or local level. 
Should this occur, instruction will continue using Google Classroom with Gibsonburg 
teachers providing instruction. If necessary, students may be divided into two groups 
attending in person 2-3 days per week or every other week. 

 We will maximize physical distancing and enhanced cleaning and sanitizing of facilities. 
 Facial coverings are strongly encouraged for students in grades 3-12. 

 

Black Option – Golden Bear Academy 
 Students will learn at home daily 
 This is a 100% online learning option with support from a Gibsonburg teacher. All work 

will be done online. 
 Families must make a commitment to enroll in this online option for a full semester at a 

time. 

 Students will not physically come to school. 
 Students will have access to core academic classes but limited/no access to art, music 

and physical education classes. 
 Students utilizing this option are able to participate in available extra-curricular activities 

subject to eligibility guidelines. 
 Parents must notify the building principal by August 3 rd if planning to utilize the Black 

option. 
 

By nature, these plans must remain flexible and fluid as the next several weeks unfold. We will 
respond to data and further guidance from governing authorities as it becomes available. As 
mentioned before, we strongly encourage you to view our entire “Fall 2020 Reopening Plan” 
which will be placed on our district website later this week. We will continue to send updates 
over the coming weeks. 
 

We wish you well and look forward to serving your children this Fall!  
 

Sincerely, 
 

The Golden Bear Leadership Team  


