
Volume XXV Issue 4          GIBSONBURG EXEMPTED VILLAGE SCHOOLS        Mar/Apr 2020  

Superintendent’s Message:  
                                              

 ….from the desk of Tim Murray, Superintendent 
 

Spring is coming!  Warmer weather is coming our way and it will not be long and we will 
begin recognition banquets and the Class of 2020 will soon be receiving their diplomas.  
This is an exciting time of year for students, staff, and the community.  We take tremendous 
pride in our student successes and we have many people that work hard to coordinate these 
recognition ceremonies for our students.  We encourage everyone to attend these special 
events for our students, especially graduation.  This will be my sixth graduation ceremony at 
Gibsonburg Schools and our Graduation Ceremony is always the highlight of the year.  Our 
Graduation Ceremony is second to none and we truly enjoy watching our students complete 
their high school journey.  It is always difficult to know that they will no longer be walking 
the halls of Gibsonburg High, but we are confident that we have prepared them for the next 
chapter of their lives.  Although they will not be attending school next fall with us, the 
impression they have left on our district will live forever.  Their dedication and pride 
exhibited during their 13+ years of their educational career will always be remembered.  We 
appreciate all they have done for the school district and we are confident we have prepared 
them to be tremendously successful in whatever road they choose as they leave us.  It has 
been an honor to serve all of you as superintendent.  I know I speak for everyone in saying 
that we will miss you and you will always be welcome in our schools.  You are all great 
young adults and we encourage to pursue your dreams! 
 

As we head into the home stretch of the 2019-2020 school year, we have already begun the 
processes to prepare for the 2020-2021 school year.  Our administrative team is already 
working on class schedules, handbook updates, preparing for summer cleaning, and so on.  
The educational process is amazing in that the end is actually the beginning.  Although we 
have some down time coming with summer vacation, the preparation will continue for the 
success of Gibsonburg Schools.  We cannot thank the efforts of our staff in preparing for 
another school year.  We have great facilities, amazing teachers, and an outstanding support 
staff.  It truly does take a village to raise a child and we are blessed in our district to have 
people that take great pride in creating the best environment possible for our students. 
 

In closing, I want to take time to thank everyone for their efforts during the 2019-2020 
school year.  Everyone should be commended for all of their hard work and dedication to 
our students.  With that said, we have to regroup and recharge for the next school year.  The 
educational process does not stop for anyone, so please take some time to spend with family 
and friends, because August will be here before we know it and we will be back to work 
sooner than you think for the Class of 2021.  Have a great spring and Go Bears! 
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Praises to: 
 The Gerwin Family for donating clear 

book bags to the Middle/High School.  
Clear book bags are used by students dur-
ing the school day with mobility impair-
ments, i.e. crutches. 

 Kirwen’s Supermarket for donating the ice cream 
for our 3rd Grade Multiplication Facts Ice Cream 
Party. 

 Mr. Fought and Mr. Glotzbecker for coming in to 
speak to the Third Grade about Government. 

 Danielle Mason for donating prizes to the Hilfiker 
Mentoring Program.  

 Traci Jones and Andrea Graber for donating books 
to the Hilfiker Mentoring Room.  

 Marcella Widmer for donating candy to the Hil-
fiker Mentoring Program.      

 Dewey Gerwin and Robert Groweg for the time 
they spent training and working with the Ag Power 
participants.   

 Sara Stevenson from Fremont Orthodontics for pre-
senting on Dental Hygiene to our second grade 
classes.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Middle School Music Notes 

       ...Mr. Dan Corfman & Mrs. Katy Kohman  

Our Middle School Music Department traveled to Tif-
fin Middle School at the end of January for students to 
participate in the District 2 Honors Festival event. Stu-
dents were selected to perform in the band and choir 
from grades seven and eight. Band students selected 
were: Jakob Bash, Drew Crispin, and Jocelyn 
Schaeffer. Choir students selected were: Allison 
Dearth, Diaunte Griffin, Jordan Norwalk, Grace Pie-
trowski, and Olivia Rogers.    
 

High School Music Notes 

                                          ...Mr. Dan Corfman  
 

Brendan Frey represented the High School Music  
Department in Port Clinton for the District 2 Honors 
Festival. This is his second time he was selected by 
audition.  

Dollars and Sense 
                            

 …. from Mr. John Kahmann, Treasurer 
 

 

School Finance Benchmarks 
 

If you have ever been to a Regular Board of Educa-
tion meeting you might remember the Treasurer 
gives a financial report.  These monthly reports pro-
vide the Board key information about the condition 
of the District’s finances.  The report focuses on key 
performance indicators or Benchmarks.  The areas 
are: The Budget, Salaries and Benefits as a percent-
age of expenses, Percent of Revenue expended, and 
True Cash Days. 
 

When we look at the budget, we want to know two 
things: First, are we receiving the revenue we expect 
and second, are we spending what we expect.  Ideal-
ly, we would like to receive more revenue and spend 
less than expected.  Like any service industry, sala-
ries and benefits are the largest expense.  We know 
the best chance to stay on budget is to keep salaries 
and benefits at or under 80% of our total expendi-
tures.  We track Percent of Revenue expended be-
cause our goal is to build our Cash Balance (or Car-
ryover Balance).  We are in good shape as long as 
we stay between 90%-95% of Revenue expended. 
 

True Cash Days is an indicator of the Financial 
Strength of the District.  True Cash Days is the num-
ber of days the District could keep the doors open 
with the cash on hand.  At the half way point of the 
fiscal year, as of December 31, 2019, our True Cash 
Days was 33 days.  Meaning we could operate just 
over a month with our cash balance of $849,609.  
The District’s goal is to maintain a minimum of 65 
Days.  65 is our magic number because when the Fis-
cal Year ends on June 30th, we still have the previous 
school year contracts to pay.  If we had less than 65 
days, there would not be enough money to run pay-
roll in July and August.   
 

While we are much better than a few years ago, four 
years ago our True Cash Days was 3 days.  But we 
definitely have a long way to go to get back to the 
level the district was at 10 years ago.  In 2009, Gib-
sonburg had 108 True Cash Days.  In order to get to 
108 True Cash Days, the District would have to have 
a Cash Balance of $2,780,539.  In today’s school fi-
nancial climate, I am not sure if that is even possible.  
The Boards goal is to achieve 65 True Cash Days 
over the next 3 years. 
 

If you have any questions about the financial outlook 
of the District feel free to call my office. 
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Hilfiker Elementary Music 

...from Mr. Joe Kaiser, Music Teacher 
 

On Tuesday, March 24, 2020, at 7:00 p.m., Hilfiker 
Elementary Third Grade will present The Bear Went Over 
the Mountain by John Jacobson and John Higgins in the 
Multipurpose Room at the elementary building. 
  

Once upon a time there lived a bear with many friends, 
but he was restless. Surely there is more to life than eating 
honey and berries, and sleeping the winter away! It’s time 
to expand my horizons, he thought. So one day, Da Bea 
declares “this is the day” and begins his journey up the 
mountain in search of adventure and… “to see what he 
could see,” of course. But beware! What’s lurking over 
there? Come along and see what Da Bear and his animal 
buddies discover!  
 

The Fifth Grade class and Fifth Grade Band program will 
be on April 28, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. The fifth grade classes 
will perform “Freedom” by Teresa Jennings in the 
Multipurpose Room at the elementary building. 
  

Freedom is one of the most cherished, sought-after things 
in the world. As we have watched the world change shape 
in recent years, freedom is what was fought for, won, and 
sometimes lost. This powerful musical revue helps 
students take a unique look at what freedom means to us. 
 

FFA Competition 

                                    ...Mr. Mark White, FFA   
 

Gibsonburg FFA Members compete in Winter CDE’s 

(Career Development Events).  Gibsonburg FFA Had 2 

members that competed in Public Speaking Events this 

past month.  David Lacer competed in the Creed 

Speaking Contest and Emma Widmer competed in the 

Advanced Prepared Speaking Contest.  On Thursday, 

February 13th they competed in Sub-District A public 

Speaking Events at Sentinel Career Center in 

Tiffin.  David placed first Creed Contest and Emma 

placed 2nd in the Prepared Speaking Contest with her 

speech titled " Vampire Energy: Fact or Fiction".   Both 

of them advanced on to compete at the District 4 Public 

Speaking events on Tuesday, February 19 at Spencerville 

High School.  In the District contest David once again 

placed 1st out of 8 in the Creed Speaking Contest and 

Emma placed 4th out of 8 in the Advanced Prepared 

contest.  David will be competing in the State Creed 

Speaking Contest, against 19 other speakers, on Saturday, 

March 7th at Marysville High School.   
 

On Friday, February 14th FFA members Cody Bauer and 

Zach Hasselbach competed in the District 4 Ag Power 

(Tractor Trouble Shooting) CDE which was held at 

Sentinel Career Center in Tiffin.  They are the first team 

to compete in this contest in at least 15 years.  The placed 

4th in the contest and ended up just 6 points out of 2nd 

place.  

Easter Break  
April 8-april 14 

Band-Aid Bulletin with Nurse Sarah  
 

 

 

 

 

Hey, Parents! Have you joined ClassDojo?  
ClassDojo is a free app to help increase communica-
tion between the school and parents. This is a great 
tool to not only connect teachers to parents and see 
the current happenings in the school, but other staff 
members in the school, including the nurse, can com-
municate with you directly. ClassDojo is a fast and 
easy way to get health related information to parents. 
It has been a great tool to get private messages to par-
ents from the nurse during the school day. It’s a way 
to receive an instant message, rather than a phone call 
or note to go home at the end of the day. Join 
ClassDojo and stay connected!  
 

Seniors...Be on the Lookout! 
...from  Kim Nye, G.T.A. President 

 

 

Even though winter is coming to an end, many people 
are looking ahead to the end of the school year. For 
seniors and their families, this means graduation is 
right around the corner! Once again this year, the Gib-
sonburg Teachers’ Association is excited to announce 
a special project to celebrate the accomplishments of 
all of the seniors who are graduating. 
 

On Friday, March 27, members of the Gibsonburg 
Teachers’ Association will be delivering yard signs to 
the homes of each graduating senior. Made possible 
with help from a grant provided by the Northwest 
Ohio Education Association, these signs will help 
families announce that theirs is the home of a GHS 
senior. 
 

As teachers, one of the best parts of our job is watch-
ing the students of Gibsonburg learn, grow, and be 
successful. We want to be a small part of your cele-
bration by offering you our congratulations through 
these signs. If you are a senior, and a smiling teacher 
shows up at your door, we hope that you will let us in! 
We look forward to seeing you so that we can present 
you with this gift! We are all very proud of you, and 
look forward to telling you in person! 
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Gibsonburg Schools Presents...  

Gibsonburg High School’s Drama Department proud-
ly presents Sandy Wilson’s The Boy Friend. Come 
join our fantastic cast and crew as they take you 
through 1920s France in a whirlwind farce of love, 
heartbreak, and fun times on the Riviera! Our stellar 
cast, crew and pit orchestra are led by a great team of 
seniors: Emily Ackerman (Ensemble), Nate Dam-
schroder (Run Crew), Brendan Frey (Pit Orchestra), 
Lily Gerwin (Ensemble), Megan Helle (Ensemble), 
Theodore Hernandez (Bobby Van Husen), Haily Hill 
(Lady Brockhurst), Zach Hoodlebrink (Pit Orchestra), 
Sidnee Hornyak (Run Crew), Collin Knowles (Pit Or-
chestra), Jake Montgomery (Ensemble, Pepe), Ryan 
Novotny (Pit Orchestra), Olivia Paul (Dulcie), Aman-
da Rupke (Polly Browne), Allen Shields (Ensemble, 
Waiter), Hannah Sworden (Front of House Manager), 
and Emma Widmer (Madame Dubonnet). 

 

Their fellow castmates include Philip Davies 
(Percival Browne), Hannah Dearth (Maisie Merry-
weather), Nick Kohler (Lord Brockhurst), Megan 
Widmer (Hortense), Morgan Albanese (Fay), Dylan 
Hohlfelder (Tony), Cole Pietrowski (Alphonse), Jessi-
ka Foster (Nancy), Jamason Ritchie (Marcel), Tyler 
Williamson (Pierre) and members of the ensemble: 
Junior- Kallan Stricker, Sophomores- Cashmire Al-
len, Myla Villarreal, Freshmen- Bree Morelock 
(Lolita), Nate Brasic, Alex Dawson, Kylee Greider, 
Alexa Holcomb, Alyssa Lopez, Cain Shirkey, and 
Morgan Widmer. Our pit orchestra also includes Jun-
ior- Megan Bowen and Freshmen- Aaron Novotny 
and Elijah Schaeffer. Their fellow crew members are 
Juniors- Sydney Leyer le, Ashley Mendoza, 
Delaney Seem, Sophomores- Isabel Brink, Cadence 
Hacker, Camren Krotzer, Sophie McEwan, Sophia 
Widmer, Freshmen- Ethan Druckenmiller, Andrew 
Ickes, and Harley Seem. 
 

Show dates are Friday, March 20th and Saturday, 
March 21st starting at 7:00pm and Sunday, March 
22nd starting at 2:00pm. Tickets are $8 for adults and 
$6 for students and seniors.  The show will be pre-
sented at Gibsonburg High School in the Cafetorium. 
Doors will open 45 minutes prior to the performance. 
Sandy Wilson’s The Boy Friend is presented through 
special arrangements with Music Theatre Internation-
al (MTI). All authorized performance materials are 
also supplied by MTI. www.MTIShows.com  If you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact Mrs. 
Kohman at kkohman@gibsonburgschools.org with 
any questions!  
 

The Boy Friend 

The Union Bank Co. Students of the Month 

January - Ryan Novotny 

 

February - Brendan Frey 

 

Ryan has a GPA of 4.168 and is 
ranked 5th in his class.  He is a 
member of the Key Club, Science 
Club, Spanish Club, National 
Honor Society, Thespian Society, 
Tri-M Music Honor Society, and 
the Marching and Jazz Bands.  
Ryan is also a student of Karate.  
He is the son of Phil and Karen 
Novotny.  Ryan will attend the 
University of Toledo and wants 
to become an emergency room 
nurse.   

Brendan has a GPA of 4.22 and is 
ranked 3rd in his class.  He is a 
member of the Key Club, Science 
Club, National Honor Society, Inter-
national Thespian Society, Tri-M 
Music Honor Society, Band, Jazz 
Band, and Mixed Glee.  Brendan is 
also a member of the Track and 
Field and Quiz Bowl teams.  Addi-
tionally, Brendan is an Eagle Scout, 
active with Troop 408.  He is the 
son of Mark and Connie Frey.  
Brendan plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Toledo where he will pursue 
a degree in electrical engineering.   

Middle School November Students of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6th– Ally Greider, 7th– Brennyn Zimmerman, 8th– Lanie Loedding 

Middle School December Students of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 6th– Caden Althaus - 7th– Cameron Molter - 8th– Owen Shultz 

http://www.mtishows.com/
mailto:kkohman@gibsonburgschools.org
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HILFIKER ELEMENTARY 
  KINDERGARTEN SCREENING 

for the 2020-2021 School Year 
 

Kindergarten attendance is mandatory for all children before entering the first grade.  The screening of 
kindergarten-aged students (children who will be 5 years of age by August 1, 2020) in the Gibsonburg 
School District will be held Thursday, March 19th and Friday, March 20th at Hilfiker Elementary 
School at 301 S Sunset Ave. in Gibsonburg.  Screening sessions will be at 8:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. 
on both of the above dates and each session will last approximately two hours.  The child being en-
rolled and a parent or guardian are required to attend one of the screening sessions together. The par-
ent or guardian must bring the original birth certificate, immunization record, proof of residency (any 
of the following: utility bill, rent receipt, property tax statement, title, lease agreement, etc.), and cus-
tody papers (if applicable) for the child to be enrolled. 
  
Parents will have an opportunity to meet the principal, teachers, and other personnel who will be guid-
ing their children through school.  At these screening sessions, the student will meet with various pro-
fessionals for vision, hearing, developmental, fine and large motor skills, language, and social skills 
evaluations.  While the children are screened, parents will meet with school officials to learn more 
about the program, fill out paperwork, and ask questions.  Dental and physical examination forms will 
also be distributed and must be completed before a student can attend kindergarten on the first day of 
school. 
  
You may call the elementary school (419-637-7249) between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. to secure an ap-
pointment for the March screening. 

 

BEAR CUB ACADEMY  
PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION MEETINGS 

 

 

There will be informational meetings for any parent or guardian interested in registering their 
son or daughter as a new preschool student for the Bear Cub Academy during the 2020-2021 
school year. 
 

During this informational meeting all paper work and registration material will be provided.  
The Administration will be on hand to answer any questions about Bear Cub Academy.  Both 
sessions will be held at Hilfiker Elementary. Please plan on staying approximately 30 minutes. 

 

In order to pick up your preschool packet for a child who has never attended the Bear 
Cub Academy and register him or her for the 2020-2021 school year, a parent or guardi-
an must attend one of the two informational meetings.   

 

Tuesday, March 17th - 10:30 a.m. Hilfiker Meeting Room  

Tuesday, March 17th - 2:30 p.m. Hilfiker Meeting Room  

 

If your child already attends the Bear Cub Academy and will continue to attend during the 2020-
2021 school year, preschool packets will be sent home with students on Monday, March 16th.   
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National Honor Society 
                          …Mrs. Melody Morelock, Advisor 
 

On Wednesday, January 29, 2020, thirteen Gibsonburg 
High School students were inducted into the Gibson-
burg Chapter of the National Honor Society. The Na-
tional Honor Society was established in 1921 by the 
National Association for Secondary School Principals 
(NASSP) to create an organization that would recog-
nize and encourage academic achievement as well as 
several other characteristics essential to developing 
good citizens. Students are chosen for induction based 
on four criteria: scholarship, leadership, service, and 
character.  Congratulations to members:   Brendan 
Frey, Lily Gerwin, Coral Kocsis, Becca Morelock, 
Ryan Novotny, Bethany Roberts, Hunter Smith, Jarett 
Spoores, Hannah Sworden, and Emma Widmer and to 
the newest members:  Austin Biddle, Nathaniel Dam-
schroder, Dalton Diels, Madison Herman, Theo Her-
nandez, Nicholas Kohler, Amanda Rupke, Mitchell 
Tille, Mason Tille, Nicholas Tornow, Megan Widmer, 
Cole Witte, Lucas Zamudio.  

 

Gibsonburg Athletic Boosters 
 

...from Craig Balsizer, Booster President 
 

We are busy planning the 2020 Athletic Booster Re-
verse Raffle. The date has been set for April 4, 2020. 
The members of the Gibsonburg Athletic Boosters ap-
preciate your past support and hope that you will be 
able to participate in this year’s event. The cost to pur-
chase a ticket is $60.00 which includes one meal and 
entitles you a chance to win the top prize being 
$5,000.00. These payouts are based on all 300 tickets 
being sold. Prize payouts will be adjusted if not all 300 
tickets are sold.  
 
Meal tickets – We will again be offering meal tickets 
(Meal to be catered by Ole Zim’s) at a cost of $20.00  
 
The Reverse Raffle will be held at the St. Michaels 
Parish Hall, Main St., Gibsonburg, OH. Doors and side 
board game open at 6:30 p.m. All other games and raf-
fle will begin at approximately 7:30 p.m.  
 
For many years the Gibsonburg Athletic Boosters have 
assisted and provided resources to the High School and 
Middle School athletic programs. This assistance in-
cludes everything from purchasing/updating equipment 
and uniforms to providing funds for students who oth-
erwise would not be able to afford to participate in 
sporting activities.  
 
We thank you for supporting the Gibsonburg Athletic 
Boosters in the past and hope that you will be able to 
join us again this year. If you have any questions, 
please contact Craig Balsizer at 419-307-5122 or any 
booster member.  
 

Gibsonburg Birchard Public Library 

                                           ...from Carol Montgomery, Branch Supervisor 

Gibsonburg Library is having a program for adults 
called The Bee Gees!!  Enjoy listening to the music and 
history of the Bee Gees, presented by Dan Baker.  The 
program is Monday, March 16th at 6:00 p.m.  Call the 
library at 419-637-2173 to reserve your seat.   
 

Lou Levy Memorial Contributions 
 

Louis M. Levy, recently passed away on February 6th.  
He was a long time teacher and coach at Gibsonburg High 
School.  Funeral arrangements were handled by the Rout-
song Funeral Home, Inc. in Kettering, OH.  Memorial 
contributions may be made in his memory to the Gibson-
burg Educational Foundation at Gibsonburg High School 
or to the Gibsonburg Athletic Booster Program.  If you 
would like to contribute, please mail to Gibsonburg High 
School, 740 S. Main St., Gibsonburg, OH  43431.  
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Gibsonburg FFA Kicks Off the New Year  
with their 2020 Sausage Sale  

 

The Gibsonburg FFA 2020 Sausage sale is underway.  This year the FFA will be taking orders through March 
11th.   Late orders for sausage, ribs, and bbq sauce may be placed after March 11, but will be filled as the or-
ders are received as long as the product is available.  The packaging date will be the morning of March 20th..  
Call in orders may be picked up after 1:30 on the 20th.  Orders placed with FFA members should be delivered 
between the 20th and 24th.  If you do not receive your order please call so that we may locate your order and 
make arrangements for immediate delivery.   
 
The FFA will be selling both mild seasoned (a.k.a. Country Style) and spicy seasoned (a.k.a. Hot Link) sau-
sage.  You may purchase sausage in the form of link, bulk or patties.  Country style will also be available in 
breakfast link form. The link, breakfast links, and bulk can be bought in either 1-pound or 5-pound packages.  
The patties come in 5-pound boxes with 20 patties per box.  The Country Style sausage is seasoned with mild 
pork seasoning, salt, and pepper.  The spicy sausage is not a hot sausage, it contains additional red pepper sea-
soning (similar to Bob Evens type of flavor).  There is no sage in any of our sausage. The FFA will also be 
selling fresh pork ribs by the side.  Ribs will weigh approximately 4 pounds per side.   
 
What better way to top of the ribs then with an amazing bottle of bbq sauce.  We will be selling bottles of D.B. 
Yummers BBQ Sauce.  The BBQ sauce will be available in three flavors, Sweet and Smokey, Mildly Spicy 
Kick, and the newly formulated Island BBQ.  It is a unique and a one of a kind sauce that can be compared to 
the specialty sauces of many of the restaurants that specialize in ribs.  You will not find a sauce like it any-
where.  These sauces have many uses, for example, ribs, pulled-pork, baked beans, French fry dipping sauce, 
ground beef, meatballs, venison, and many more.  Try it, we promise you will like it.  
 
The packaging and processing of all meat products will take place at Tank’s Meats, Inc by members of the 
Gibsonburg FFA.  Payment (cash or checks payable to Gibsonburg FFA) will not be due until you receive 
your order, however pre-payments will be accepted.  To place an order please contact a member of the Gib-
sonburg FFA or call the Gibsonburg Agricultural Education Department at 419-637-2873 ext. 1167, or email 
your order to Mr. White at mwhite@gibsonburgschools.org. We would like to thank everyone in advance for 
their support! 
 
Proceeds from the event will assist in covering expenses for FFA camps, chapter banquet, Conventions, lead-
ership conferences, judging contest and numerous other Gibsonburg FFA Chapter activities. 
               

Pork Product Pricing 
Link Sausage - $4.50/1 lb.  

Link Sausage - $20.50/5 lb. 
Bulk Sausage - $4.00/ 1 lb. 
Bulk Sausage - $18.00/5 lb. 
Breakfast Link - $5.00/1 lb. 

Breakfast Link - $23.00/5 lb. 
5 lb. box of patties - $19.00/box 

Side of Ribs - $15.00/side 
 

BBQ Sauce                      
Bottle of BBQ - $4.50 (19.5 oz.) 

Case of BBQ - $45.00 (12 bottles) 
Gallon of BBQ - $26.00  equal to 7 bottles) 


